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My experience studying at HES-SO 
Valais/Wallis (Sierre)

Benjamin Worton
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Who am I?

- 3rd Year Business IT student, majoring
in software development

- British-Finnish
- Studied 2 courses of French at Haaga-

Helia before leaving (French 1 & 2)
- First time in Switzerland
- Living in Sierre
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Software development courses I’d done before I 
left

- Programming 1 & 2
- Front-end & back-end programming
- Data management and databases
- Python programming
- Software development technologies
- Software development project 2
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My Application Process

• Motivation letter to Haaga-Helia
(January)

• Haaga-Helia nominates students and 
informs HES

• HES response (March)
• Created & signed Learning 

Agreement (May)
• Sent required documents to HES 

(May)
• Received Acceptance Letter (July)

Application process is quite
straightforward. You can find most
course descriptions from HES-SO’s
website.

You need to have health insurance. If 
you’re an EU citizen, an EHIC card 
counts! (As of Spring 2025)

HES-SO doesn’t offer
accommodation. However, they do
have a list of private potential
accommodation to apply for.
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Here’s my learning agreement
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What’s it like at 
HES-SO 
Valais/Wallis?
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Projects, projects, projects.

• Less assignments, more projects
• Courses in Haaga-Helia are called 

modules here
• Grades go from 0 - 6, to pass you need 

> 3.5
• Most modules have a project, and you’ll 

be working on 3-5 simultaneously
• Example: Train ML models to analyse 

clinical & radiological data of head & 
neck cancer patients and predict if they 
have HPV or not.
https://github.com/Lord-of-Waffles/eHealth2025

https://github.com/Lord-of-Waffles/eHealth2025
https://github.com/Lord-of-Waffles/eHealth2025
https://github.com/Lord-of-Waffles/eHealth2025
https://github.com/Lord-of-Waffles/eHealth2025
https://github.com/Lord-of-Waffles/eHealth2025
https://github.com/Lord-of-Waffles/eHealth2025
https://github.com/Lord-of-Waffles/eHealth2025
https://github.com/Lord-of-Waffles/eHealth2025
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Different campuses

• Modules are mostly at Bellevue (Sierre) 
or Technopôle (Sierre)

• There are shared modules which take 
place at other campuses (Geneva, 
Neuchâtel etc.)

• Modules are a mix of lectures & 
asynchronous (independent) work

• This is a semester of 25 ECTS
• Modules can last 8, 10 or 16 weeks
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Sierre

Credit: Florence Zufferey
https://www.sierre.ch/fr/habiter-sierre-
formalites-2404.html
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Sierre (or Siders)

• Located in the canton of Valais 
(FR) / Wallis (DE)

• Nicknamed ”cité du soleil” = “city 
of the sun”, 300+ days of sunlight 
/ year

• Population: ~18 000
• Located alongside the Rhône 

river which continues into France 
after Geneva

• Altitude: 533m

Credit: OpenStreetMap, 2025
Source:
https://www.valais4you.ch/en/valais-in-a-nutshell/geography/the-abc-of-municipalities/sierre/sierre-165
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What would I have wanted to know?

• If a course is offered by HEG in Geneva, it means going to Geneva.
• Switzerland is expensive, train tickets are very expensive.

• HES uses a custom version of Moodle called Cyberlearn
• Be prepared to learn French. If the class is going to visit the hospital in Sion to 

learn about the information systems they use, the presentation will be in French.
• It’s really warm in Sierre! If you’re interested in why, check out what Foehn winds 

are.
• If you don’t know Git, learn Git.
• If you’re taking 5th or 6th semester programming courses, learn what 3 tier 

architecture is and learn the basics of C#.
• If you take the ML course in Geneva, learn the basics of linear algebra.
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What is there to 
do outside of 
studies?
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Nature.

Lorem ipsum

Lorem ipsum

Lorem ipsum

• If you like hiking, 
there’s a lot to explore

• Bisses, waterfalls, 
vineyards

• You can find a lot of 
routes from Sierre 
Tourisme 
https://www.sierretouri
sme.ch/en/

Credit: Me, Lac de Géronde, September 2025

https://www.sierretourisme.ch/en/
https://www.sierretourisme.ch/en/
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Events.

Lorem ipsum

Lorem ipsum

Lorem ipsum

• The student 
association HEG 
organises events quite 
frequently

• Sierre Tourisme has an 
event calendar
https://www.sierretouri
sme.ch/en/Z17281/full-
calendar

https://www.sierretourisme.ch/en/Z17281/full-calendar
https://www.sierretourisme.ch/en/Z17281/full-calendar
https://www.sierretourisme.ch/en/Z17281/full-calendar
https://www.sierretourisme.ch/en/Z17281/full-calendar
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Conclusion
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Yes.
It’s great here!

The professors are great, 
and the modules are up to 
date & very interesting.

If you put in the effort, you 
can learn a lot.
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HES-SO Valais-Wallis
Rue de l’Industrie 23
1950 Sion 

hevs.ch

Thanks!

If you have questions, you can reach me at 
benjamin.worton@myy.haaga-helia.fi

http://www.hevs.ch/hets
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