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DEGREE PROGRAMME IN INTERNATIONAL 
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Name of 

qualification: 

Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) and the Finnish title of tradenomi 

Level of 

qualification: 

Bachelor's degree 

ECTS credits: 210 ECTS credits 

Official length of 

programme: 

3.5 years 

Mode of study Full-time day programme 

Assessment:  See Degree Regulations >> 

Programme 

requirements: 

General eligibility for higher education in Finland; Language skills as required in the 

joint application system to degree programmes conducted in English 

General procedure 

for the 

See Haaga-Helia general rules for the accreditation of prior learning 
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accreditation of 

prior learning: 

Admissions 

requirements: 

Act of Polytechnics 9.5.2003/351 20§ 

 Before applying see the admission criteria at www.studyinfo.fi ! 

Access to further 

study: 

 Non-Degree studies in Haaga-Helia >> 

 University studies 

Student exchange: 
Students in the old curriculum: Student exchange is possible during the 2nd year or 

3rd year. 

Students in the new curriculum: Student exchange is possible during the 2nd year. 

Degree Programme in International Business, curriculum 2009 

PROFILE OF THE DEGREE PROGRAMME IN 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
Why to Choose Haaga-Helia BBA in International Business, Helsinki Pasila? 

Your aim is to 

 Acquire a mind-set of continuous personal and professional development. 
 Have a strong professional orientation to global business. 
 Develop competencies in effective multicultural teamwork and communication. 
 Acquire a variety of competences needed by business developers, digital 

implementers, knowledge facilitators, relationship builders and solution providers. 
 Become an expert in one of the key fields in global business such as in customer 

relationship management and communication, entrepreneurship, financial 
management, human resource management and supply chain management. 

KEY LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE DEGREE 
PROGRAMME 
Haaga-Helia International Business graduates are highly competitive knowledge workers 
in the global labour markets. Graduates have the skills and broad-based know-how 
needed in global professional B2B services-focused environment. They anticipate future 
trends and cope proactively with the volatility of global markets. Our sales and service 
minded graduates create value through proactive networking in international contexts. In 
addition, they manage and lead multinational projects using effective teamwork, digital 
tools, time management, communications and negotiation skills. They also appreciate the 
importance of sustainability and business ethics. 
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STRUCTURE, CONTENT AND 
EXTENT OF THE DEGREE 
PROGRAMME, CURRICULUM 2016 
The bachelor’s degree consists of 210 credit points. The basic studies compulsory for all 

include studies of 100 credit points, professional studies 50, free-choice studies 15, work 

placement 30 and thesis15 credit points. The structure of Haaga-Helia International 

Business programme is based on this frame work. It ensures also graduation within the 

target time to the students. 

Degree Programme Structure 

Basic Studies including 25 cr language studies (compulsory for all 

students) 

100 

cr 

Specialisation Studies 50 cr 

Free-choice Studies 15 cr 

Work Placement 30 cr 

Thesis 15 cr 

TOTAL 210 

cr 

The studies include 25 credit points of communication and language studies. All students 

study 5 credit points Business English Communication. Foreign degree students have 15 

credit points Finnish language studies as a compulsory part of their studies. Finnish 

degree students study 5 credit points Business Swedish. On the basis of the diagnostic 

Swedish language test, a separate brush-up course in Swedish is recommended before 
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the Business Swedish course. In addition, all students choose a third language (10 credit 

points) either at an advanced or beginner’s level among the selection of language studies. 

On the basis of the results in the mathematics exam in the entrance examination or the 

diagnostic test in the beginning of the studies a separate pre-algebra course is offered to 

the students to ensure success in the business mathematics and statistical methodology 

studies. 

PEDAGOGIC SOLUTIONS 

The programme incorporates a diverse range of teaching styles and formats that support 

learners, but it also encourages individual responsibility to take command of learning and 

to specialise in areas of personal professional interest. GLOBBA develops skills and 

increases knowledge, but foremost it builds competencies – the ability to apply skills and 

knowledge. Transcending the program on all levels is a professional attitude embodying 

entrepreneurial spirit, embracing cultural diversity, incorporating new technology and 

reflecting on continuous improvement. 

Learning takes place in varying combinations of contact-based tuition, virtual learning, 

independent and team study as well as projects done by either exploring businesses or 

collaborating with business organisations. The international student body and the 

international semester allow the student to gain authentic multicultural understanding and 

competencies. Courses rely on a combination of student-centred and instructor-facilitated 

learning methods. Interactive lectures support class discussions, individual assignments, 

problem-based learning and team projects. Hands-on, entrepreneurial projects with 

Haaga-Helia's partners require students to develop competencies in project management, 

digitalisation, negotiation, service and sales. Students improve their oral and written 

English skills through discussions and team presentations as well as written assignments 

and project reports. These pedagogical solutions facilitate the development of 

competencies required for successful international careers. 

MULTICULTURAL LEARNING 

When studying in the Haaga-Helia International Business Programme students have 

several opportunities to include multicultural dimensions in their degree studies. About one 

half of the students in the programme come outside Finland. They represent over 60 

different nationalities. Annually more than 150 exchange students study in the programme. 

The large international student community at  Haaga-Helia offers a natural daily platform 

for multicultural learning. Learning of multicultural communication and business knowledge 



is based on the vast expertise of the Haaga-Helia teaching staff. The full-time lecturers 

represent several different nationalities. In addition, visiting guest lecturers from Haaga-

Helia’s international partner institutions give frequently lectures in the programme. In the 

full-time day programme students with the Finnish educational background must include 

either an exchange study period or work placement abroad in their degree studies. The 

wide network of international partner institutions all over the world helps all degree 

students find a suitable university for an exchange semester or two semester long double 

degree studies. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Haaga-Helia University of Applied Sciences 

Degree Programme in International Business, Pasila 

Ratapihantie 13 

00520 HELSINKI 

Tel  +358 (0)9 229 611 (operator) 

DEGREE PROGRAMME DIRECTOR 

Anne-Mari Karppinen, anne-mari.karppinen(at)haaga-helia.fi 

STUDENT AFFAIRS OFFICE 

Pasila Office 

ACADEMIC ADVISORS 

Elizabeth San Miguel, elizabeth.sanmiguel(at)haaga-helia.fi 

Marit Keränen, marit.keranen(at)haaga-helia.fi 

DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS PROGRAMMES EDUCATION UNIT 

Director, Minna Hiillos, minna.hiillos(at)haaga-helia.fi 

‘ 
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STUDY EXPERIENCES, DP IN 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS STUDENTS WRITE 
ABOUT THEIR EXPERIENCES 
 

I started my studies at HAAGA-HELIA in August 2009 with 65 students from 28 different 

nationalities in the Degree Programme in International Business. From the very beginning, it was 

clear to me that financing will be the focus of my studies and my career. HAAGA-HELIA offered 

me a good opportunity to develop myself in this area and provided a good coverage of courses in 

financing, human resources management, marketing and logistics. There were also good 

opportunities to study languages. 

The best things that the school offered me were a practical approach to learning and a multicultural 

learning environment, including great connections to schools around the world and exchange 

opportunities. Team work made me understand cultural differences and develop my communication 

skills, key factors in today’s global business environment. 

From the outset, I wanted to concentrate on financing courses. However, the importance of basic 

studies in a wider array of topics was revealed to me at the end of my studies when I started 

working full time in a financing related position. The studies provided an understanding of business 

as a whole and a good knowledge of my chosen specialization. This made it easier to start working 

in financing, although the learning process starts from very beginning in working life. 

I saved my work placement period to the last summer of my studies, as I wanted to concentrate on 

my specialisation in financing and use the placement as a stepping stone into working life. I 

managed to acquire a job with Municipality Finance even before the work placement. Over the last 

eight months of my studies, I was employed full time and worked on my thesis. 

The whole learning experience showed me that the better your school input is, the more you are 

able to get from HAAGA-HELIA. The school supports personal development and career 

opportunities. I learned many useful skills alongside business knowledge. I developed my 

interpersonal, communication, time management and team work skills. Along the way, there were 

many challenges, but they developed me even more. After 3.5 year of studies, I feel I am well 

prepared for working life and I know that I have sufficient skills to be able to continue forward in 

my career and studies. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ekaterina Muygyanen, Autumn 2012 

Looking back on the past three and half years of my studies at HAAGA-HELIA in the 
Degree Programme in International Business, I am surprised about how quickly time has 
passed. What is more important, it is surprising how many wonderful people I was lucky to 
meet. The schoolmates, lecturers, guest speakers and others shared with me so much as 
professionals and personalities that it must be compared to nothing less than a treasure 
that I will benefit from in my future work and private life after graduation. 

Studies at HAAGA-HELIA were not only fun, even though a healthy sense of humour was 
an absolutely necessary attribute of the learning process and a great help in tough 
moments. During the studies, I have also personally experienced continuous self-
development through teamwork and a project-oriented learning approach incorporated to 
the education process at HAAGA-HELIA. As graduation is approaching, I have realised 
that the time and effort invested in my studies are more than fully compensated in the form 
of new knowledge and skills, new interesting and useful contacts in my social network and 
new perspectives for the future. It was definitely worth it! 

I would recommend that HAAGA-HELIA students enjoy every moment of their studies 
here, feel grateful for the challenges they may face, be open for the new experiences and 
always keep a positive attitude. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laura Willgren, Autumn 2012 

During my International Business studies at HAAGA-HELIA, I have majored in marketing. 
Unlike many others, I did not start my studies in Finland. I lived abroad for a number of 
years and my studies started in southern Germany back in 2008. 

During the first two years of my business education, I studied International Business in 
Germany, where the focus was on leadership. When I first started there, I had no intention 
of switching universities, but life can take one to unexpected situations. 

I loved my time in Germany, as it gave me multiple opportunities to meet people from 
around the globe and to work for a major global company. But in 2010, after almost 10 
years abroad, I wanted to come back to Finland. 

In August 2010, I started my studies at HAAGA-HELIA. Combining my previous studies in 
Germany and starting studies in Finland had some challenges. However, without a doubt, I 
am very glad that I started studying. At the beginning I felt that a lot of what was taught 
was more or less common knowledge. What I did not realize back then was that parts of it 



were so, but there were other factors I had no knowledge of and I learned them easily, as 
they were combined with ideas and processes learned before. 

During my studies, I have grown as a person and become more considerate when working 
with other people. I am sure that this is so thanks to a lot of teamwork at school, even 
though there might have been times when I wished I could have worked on my own. I also 
have a good overview of international business as a whole, and this is due to the variety of 
courses during the studies. It might be that my personality is strong minded and 
determined, but after being a project leader of multiple team projects, I have learned how 
to adapt my skill set. By this I mean that I have been able to plan and accomplish the tasks 
at hand with people around the globe and learned a lot during the projects. I believe that 
understanding how the same things can be viewed from different angles is a huge 
advantage for anyone and this can be achieved by studying/ working with a diverse and 
international team. One might even realize that his/ her view, after all, is not the most fitting 
one. 

I was already working before I started my studies, and also during them, but when I look 
back now, I can see how I could have performed even better. This is simply because of the 
things learned during the past years. With this background, I feel that I am capable of 
transferring my improved skill set into different working environments, which will benefit not 
only me but also my future employers. 

Writing my thesis showed me how I can carry out a major research project for a company 
and create something that will be beneficial for them. To me, this proves that I have 
learned a lot, as I know that I would not have been able to do so four years ago. 

I can also add that International Business, as a study field, may not always offer a specific 
job title for one to go after at the outset of studies. However, because so much is included 
in the field, one will find the fitting path during one's studies. In the past, while everyone 
else knew what they wanted, I was clueless. But now I know exactly what I want to do in 
the future. It is funny how life can teach you in the most unexpected ways. 

 

Christoph Wilk, Autumn 2012 

I have started my BBA studies in the International Business Programme at HAAGA-HELIA 
University of Applied Sciences about 3,5 years ago. Now, I am about to graduate in 
December 2012. 

Coming to Finland for studies was connected to major change in my life. For me as a 
German, it was not too strongly connected to a culture shock but more to the fact that I 
gave up my old life in Germany and started new in an unknown environment. I was happy 
to have received a study place at HAAGA-HELIA - and I was at that time unfamiliar with 
the influence it might have. 

Already the introductory week showed the positive change I was confronted with: Among 
about 75 new intakes, over 20 nationalities were represented. This was the start of a truly 
international experience in business studies. The beginning year at HAAGA-HELIA well 
introduced all students to the new environment. Through practical study approaches, we 
learned not only to collaborate in teams but also to understand the underlying factors of a 
team’s success. Big significance was given to understanding cultural differences and 
overcoming these. Moreover, during our first year we studied the basics of business. 



These provided the fundament for all upcoming studies. Especially the creation of a 
business plan was very valuable. 

The second year of studies was especially remarkable for me. The focus of studies was 
now stronger connected to internationality. Next to acquiring key knowledge in this field, I 
further extended my own perspective and went on exchange to Hong Kong. The Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University is one of HAAGA-HELIA’s partner schools and provided me 
with an unforgettable experience. Apart from getting insights into the educational system 
and studies, I had the chance to deeper understand culture and people. During this time, I 
got to know new good and international friends. 

The third year of studies mostly contained specialization studies. My choice was on 
studies with focus on finance. Although having had finance studies as part of the 
curriculum already before, I now got the chance to deepen my knowledge in many fields of 
managerial and financial accounting. A practical approach of studies especially helped to 
understand the differences of theory and practice and let us students understand what 
problems real businesses face as part of daily operations. Moreover, it gave us another 
chance to network and get in contact with potential future employers. 

Furthermore, part of my third year studies were my bachelor’s thesis as well as my 
professional internship. I was lucky that I was able to complete these activities at the same 
company. Both the thesis and work placement were rewarding since they gave the chance 
to deepen my knowledge as part of the specialization studies. However, during my 
internship I did not only increase my practical knowledge in finance, I was also part of 
teams and acted as a team leader of an international team. My study experience at 
HAAGA-HELIA provided valuable input for all these activities. 

Looking back, the past years of studies at HAAGA-HELIA let me grow on a personal and a 
professional level. I mostly enjoyed working in international teams and getting to know new 
cultures. Moreover, especially through my specialization studies and my thesis work I 
enlarged my competence in the future field I have wanted to work. 

Tuomas Nirvi, Autumn 2012 

In 2009, the company I worked for went through employee co-operation negotiations. As I was a 

partner employee, it was obvious that I would be facing a change on work sector. This got me to 

think that it would be perfect time to do more studies, which made me apply to HAAGA-HELIA 

UAS' Degree Programme of International Business, and I got accepted - starting from January 

2010. I am graduating in December 2012, six months ahead of the schedule. As a twist, I returned to 

the company I had to leave in 2009 to complete my work placements and thesis, and am still 

working for them. 

I knew that I would face a challenge in choosing the area of specialization. One thing led to another 

and soon enough - summer 2010 - I did additional studies in pedagogics at the Open University of 

the University of Helsinki to see, if teaching is something that I want to do in the future. In fall 

2010, coming back for the second semester at HAAGA-HELIA, I knew that I want to specialize in 

HRM. 

Throughout my studies I received support from the experienced and professional lecturers. Most of 

them have had several years of experience working in international business, which made it clear 

that they have something to deliver to my learning path. Naturally, as people differentiate from one 

another, there were times when it felt like that the lecturers may be too into their subject to clearly 

express the needed information. This caused frustration but in the end, the picture became clearer; 



they were not being too complicated but they just pushed us to do our very best and reach to the 

goals. For that, I am truly grateful. 

The first thing one senses by walking into the Pasila Campus, where I studied, is the international 

surroundings. Just by having a cup of coffee and sitting in the bistro, you can hear several languages 

in addition to Finnish. That, among other things, gives the studies a little zest. There is always a 

culture you can get familiar with but this is also one of the things that may create challenges. 

Students with several cultural and educational backgrounds are put into work as a team or a group, 

which sometimes takes time to adapt to. Not to worry, one can adapt and that is a thing that 

HAAGA-HELIA expects you to learn during your studies. By learning of different cultures and 

their behavior, you can develop yourself to be a strong player in the international field of business 

during and after graduation. It builds one's character and for me, has been one of the most 

rewarding learning curves of life. 

The Degree Programme of International Business gives you a possibility to build and achieve new 

goals in your professional life. The contacts you create during your studies will last long, some of 

them throughout the life. All in all, you will be well educated; trained how to admit and develop 

your deficiencies whilst being truly what you are as a person. With these and the specialization 

studies and comprehensive thesis, I believe that studies at HAAGA-HELIA have given me the 

means to success on my career. You never know what kinds of doors you will encounter during 

your life but first you should have the keys to open them. 

  

              

Jenna Saarni, Autumn 2012 

I started my BBA studies in 2009, in the degree program on International Business. The three and a 

half years have gone by unbelievably fast, but they are filled with a lot of good memories. The 

multicultural studying environment provided personalities from A to Z, and I’m proud to have met 

so many interesting people who have taught me so much. 

The 3.5 years included lectures from marketing, logistic, HR and finance, as well as a number of 

language courses. For me, numbers have always been something that I have been good with, 

therefore focusing more on finance seemed as a natural path for me. The two major challenges were 

getting a suitable work placement and an interesting and doable thesis topic, and both in the field of 

finance. However, with a positive attitude and a determent mind, everything is possible. I was able 

to get an in-teresting internship position in a Finnish pension insurance company, in the invest-

ments department, which definitely opened a new world for me. On top of all I’ve been able to 

continue my work at the same place, which for a fresh graduate is more than great. 

To be honest, I still don’t know what I want to do when I grow up, but I feel that HAAGA-HELIA 

has given me the tools to continue almost anywhere I want. The opportunity to work with people 

from totally different cultures and backgrounds has been priceless, and I have to say I will be 

missing our good atmosphere during class. 

For future students and freshmen I would say, bear with! Even though the amount of assignments, 

teamwork, or just frustration may feel overwhelming, don’t give up! Be-fore you even know it, 

you’ll be graduating and already welcoming new challenges on your way. 

 

 


